Our time is now… Scotland’s Civil Society Summit

Programme

Thursday 18th February

Dsfdsf Suite, Edinburgh International Conference Centre

Start: 10.00 a.m. (Registration from 9:30 a.m.) Finish: 4.00 p.m. 

	9.30am
	Coffee and registration

	10.00am
	Introduction from Chair and context setting

Richard Holloway, Scottish writer and broadcaster



	10.10am
	Speakers on Poverty and economic democracy

Tricia McConalogue, Poverty and Truth Commission

Janette Harkess, SCDI and former Depute Editor of The Herald



	10.30am
	Group discussions on poverty and economic democracy

Discussion questions:

Can civil society offer an alternative approach to tackling poverty?
How might civil society help democratise the economy?

	11.15am
	Coffee break 

	11.35am
	Speaker on Equalities and Human Rights 

Ingrid Srinath

Secretary General of CIVICUS; the World Alliance for Citizen Participation and Chief Executive of CRY; Child Rights and You, India

	11.55am
	Group discussions on equalities and human rights issues (45mins) (round-table groups)

Discussion questions:

How might civil society provide a realistic roadmap towards a rights-based society?
Does civil society connect across countries in a way which governments can’t?

	12:30pm
	Lunch

	1.30pm
	Speakers on Climate Change
Chris Martenson, Post Carbon Institute, USA and “The Crash Course”
Justin Kenrick, Activist, Portobello Transition Town, Edinburgh and Holyood 350 



	1.50pm
	Group discussions on climate change issues
Discussion questions:

Can civil society move Governments beyond the impasse of self-interest when it comes to Climate Change?
Can civil society offer a more effective solution to tackling Climate Change?


	2:35pm 
	Coffee break

	2.45pm
	Feedback points from discussion groups.

	3.15pm
	Plenary discussion “A plan for action” – Where do we go from here? Do we have a shared agenda? If so, what is our role as civil society in addressing these challenges?
Panellists:
Alison Elliot, Convenor of SCVO and Church of Scotland representative
Geoffrey Boulton, President, Royal Society of Edinburgh
Grahame Smith, General Secretary, Scottish Trade Union Congress

Joyce McMillan, Commissioner, Carnegie UK Inquiry into the Future of Civil Society in the UK and Ireland
Archie Thompson, Activist, Local People Leading
Pramila Kaur, Chief Executive, Scottish Interfaith Council

Martin Johnstone, Chief Executive, Faith in Community (Scotland)
Stephen Maxwell, Activist, author and export on Scotland’s civil society

Others

	4.00pm

5pm
	Close of Summit

Invitation to SCVO sponsored reception and launch of “Get Involved”




Conference partners
STUC

Church and Society Council

Local People Leading

Carnegie UK

Faith in Community Scotland

Scottish Interfaith Council

Senscot – Social entrepreneur’s network

Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (also secretariat role)

Royal Society of Edinburgh

Co-operation and Mutuality Scotland
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